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On another occasion  lie wrote in reference to the
subject of University education:

41 have been of late hesitating between Oxford and
Cambridge, and feeling your own wishes or opinion on
this, and, indeed, on all other questions, to be a prin-
cipal consideration, I think it best to mention to your-
self the grounds on which I have conceived this doubt.
The purposes to be proposed, in your particular case, by
one of the English Universities,  can be answered, I
think, equally by either.    As you do not go to college
from school, and are considerably above the age and
standing in life of the greater number of those who
enter at the Universities, I shall look less to the advan-
tages which are supposed to result from the discipline
and tuition of those societies than to other advantages
which are found there, and which belong to greater
maturity both in previous study and in character.    By
these I mean the opportunities afforded in a college
life to pursue any  course  of useful  study you may
approve of or be advised to choose, without interrup-
tion either from the general dissipation, or even the
business and occupation, of what is called the world.
A college furnishes retirement, leisure, tranquillity,
books, and ready assistance in all branches of study;
not to mention the society and conversation of studious
men.   A part of the year passed in this way at your
age, and just in the interval that precedes real and
active life, may be  made very precious.    These ad-
vantages are, however, to be found  equally  at both
Universities, or at neither, depending almost entirely